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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Southerner,

The world is figh�ng a ba�le against the 

Covid-19 pandemic. As you all know India 

is in lock down mode since 24th March 

2020. We suffered a double blow as a giant 

tree fell. Our spirits plummeted further 

when we heard that Rtn Ramakrishna Raja 

was no more. A great individual and a 

doyen of Rotary, each one of us will miss 

his presence. As one of the founders of our 

club who has been a part of all the ac�vi�es both at the club and 

district level for over six decades, his passing away will create a vacuum 

for a long �me to come.

On the Covid-19 crisis, we as Rotarians have risen to the occasion as 

always by contribu�ng in whatever form possible both in our individual 

capacity and also as a Club. Under the troubled situa�on, RCMS with 

the support of a donor from our club (who wishes to remain 

anonymous) and District 3232 has applied for Global Grant for 

purchase of 12 ven�lators and PPE kits to be provided to Rajiv Gandhi 

Government General Hospital, Chennai. Thanks to Rotary 

interna�onal ini�a�ve in comba�ng Covid-19, as I am wri�ng this, the 

grant approval is expected within 5 working days. This ini�a�ve will 

help in saving many lives. 

Consequent to Covid-19 lockdown, the Governor's visit planned  

during March 2020 was postponed. I will keep you updated on the 

revised date depending on Government guidelines. Based on feedback 

from members we are making constant efforts to keep the club 

ac�vi�es going through online mode post lock down.

Under trying �mes we had the first E- mee�ng on 31st March 2020 

followed by the 2nd one on 7 th April 2020. Special thanks to Secretary, 

Rtn Rajanbabu for taking the ini�a�ve in organising the E- mee�ngs.

Let us pray and look for posi�ve news in the coming days. Will keep you 

all informed of our club ac�vi�es for the period April to June 2020.

In the meanwhile Stay Home, Stay Safe!

Yours in Rotary

Rtn M.C. Srikanth

Just think, will you meet another man who more 

resolutely lived by his values? And that is how I sum up 

the life of Rtn Raja Ramakrishna. 

A friend, a gentleman and to the luck of the 

interna�onal movement of Rotary- a Rotarian. Rtn Raja 

Ramakrishna had a quiet dignity, respec�ng himself the 

way he respected others. He never raised his voice, got 

angry or talked down to anyone. He never let another 

down. He was loyal, he maintained connec�ons with all 

around him and sure, to some he was closer. 

A self-reliant man, he fulfilled every obliga�on he 

undertook. He never told an untruth nor did he 

inten�onally deceive. His word never changed. 

Rtn Raja Ramakrishna approached life as if he were its 

master. He relished the good things in life. Music, dance, 

food, a couple of smalls and friends and family. Yes, 

friends and family are also good things in life, not to be 

taken for granted. 

He never made any enemies. How could he? He always 

had a good word for everyone. Did not believe in 

nega�vism. And would shy away if he thought 

something was wrong. 

A FRIEND, A GENTLEMAN, 
A ROTARIAN 

PDG RTN RAJA RAMAKRISHNA 
(1937-2020)  

REST IN PEACE

....Con�nued on Page 4



SOUTHERNERS MOURN THEIR DEAR 'RAJA'

The spontaneous outpouring of grief by Southerners immediately a�er PDG R Raja passed away on 24th March reflects the 

love and respect he commanded from his fellow rotarians and friends who found it difficult to come to terms with the fact 

that they will not be able to see their dear Raja any more. The lockdown across the country announced by the GOI 

compounded the grief as it prevented them from paying their last respects to the departed soul and personally convey their 

grief to his immediate family members. Some extracts of messages of condolence which flooded our RCMS' WhatsApp   and 

email groups are captured here. 

 PDG Raja seen above with (from l to r) PRIP Wilfred Wilkinson (2009), PRIP Kalyan Banerjee (2010) and with PRIP Ravindran 

and Ann Rajalakshmi at his last ou�ng for Rotary during our club's Diamond Jubilee celebra�ons in February this year.

PDG Ramakrishna Raja will remain in our hearts and go down in the history of RCMS and Rotary community as one of the 

finest gentlemen Rotary has seen. His absence is going to be a vacuum difficult to be filled. From the �me I joined Rotary 

his presence in all mee�ngs, fellowships and events was always larger than life. Whom will RCMS turn to now when it 

needs pragma�c and unprejudiced advise for any ma�er rela�ng to Rotary? His dignified presence added so much value 

to all events. Members always took so much pride to say that we belong to RCMS, the second oldest Rotary club, the club 

in which Rtn Ramakrishna Raja is a charter member. We will miss you sir and today is the darkest day for RCMS. 

- Rtn Shyamala Jayaprakash

Extremely sad news! Shocking indeed! A doyen, an exemplary rotarian, a noble soul and a fine gentleman. An irreparable 

loss! May his soul rest in peace! Om Shanthi. - Rtn Surendar Menon

Extremely shocking! A wonderful human being. We have lost one of our charisma�c leaders, not only of our club but also 

of the rotary world! Our hear�elt condolences to the family. - Rtn Jawahar Nichani

He is one great example that Rotary provides las�ng friendship. He has been a true friend to one and all, to whom you 

look up to for advice and solace. His loss cannot be expressed in words. I am sure that everyone is feeling personally hurt. 

May his soul RIP. - Rtn Venkateshwaran

Our club has lost a diamond. The District has lost a mentor. Rotary has lost a huge inspira�on. May his soul 

RIP. - Rtn Elumperiyar

Shocking beyond words. He was always a wise statesman like presence. A great gentleman and the most respected 

rotarian of our district. Like Yudhishthira's chariot, he always stood above the mean and the mundane. A cruel loss to us. 

May his soul RIP. - Rtn S R Madhu

Raja was like an elder brother to many of us. A highly respected leader in the Rotary world, his ability to make and retain 

friends across the world was legendary. Ever courteous, ever helpful, ever smiling rotarian and an outstanding 

Southerner. Pray God to give his family and the rotary world the strength to bear this irreparable loss! May his soul RIP. - 

Rtn R V Rajan

He taught us how to be a dignified rotarian. There can never be another like him. - Rtn PDG N Nagoji



'SHEROES' RECOGNISED On March 8th, Interna�onal Women's day 

Celebra�on was organised by RC Anna 

Nagar Aditya with 27 other clubs in the city. 

The event was �tled 'Sheroes' to recognize 

the iron ladies in our society, In this event, 

Rtn Bina Boaz performed a dance number 

along with other rotarians including the 

Dist. Governor's wife, Ann Manjula. As part 

of the event sewing machines were 

distributed to underprivileged women.

RCMS' WOMEN ACHIEVERS IN THE LIMELIGHT

PP Rtn Shyamala, was conferred the 

Stree Shak� award by All India Malayali 

Associa�on

Rtn. Jothilakshmi received the Young Talent Award from the Hon'ble Chief Jus�ce 

of Madras High Court, A.P.Sahi. She also received the Women Achiever of the Year 

Award from Chennai Ci�zens' Forum.

Ann Kala Balaundaram received The 

Weekend Leader - VIT Inspiring Indian 

Award at Coimbatore.

SANGHARSH 2020

The annual 'Concert for a cause' organised by Rotaract 

Club of CEG was held at the Music Academy in Chennai on 

7th March. President Srikanth and other rotarians from 

our club were present at the event.

RWH 
PROJECT 

VISIT

President Srikanth, PP Rtn Magdoom and others visited NKT 

School in Chennai to inspect the func�oning of the rainwater 

harves�ng project implemented there by our club. RWH has 

been a flagship project of our club this year and will soon be 

upscaled with a global grant from Rotary Interna�onal.

HOME NURSING COURSE VALEDICTORY

10 underprivileged women 

who successfully completed 

the Home Nursing course at 

A N E W  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r 

cer�ficates at the valedictory 

func�on held on 5th March. 

President Srikanth and Rtn 

Ashok were present. CAMS 

have sponsored the course.



Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

WEEKLY MEETINGS IN MARCH

Date : 10th March, 2020

Speaker : Dr Swarna Rajagopalan

Topic : Women's Empowerment: 
Achievements, Challenges and 
Prospects

(Note: In view of the Covid 19 pandemic, our regular 

weekly mee�ngs including the DG visit to our club 

scheduled on 17th March had to be cancelled. Subsequent 

to the lockdown declared on 24th March, RCMS mee�ngs 

are taking place virtually with good par�cipa�on of our 

members.)

MEDICAL CAMP HELD 'NO PLASTICS' AWARENESS PROGRAMME

A medical camp was organised by our club at St Anthony's 

School, Egmore, Chennai consis�ng of general and eye 

check, with the support of Sooriya Hospitals and Radhatri 

Nethralaya respec�vely. 622 students were covered at the 

camp spread over March 11 and 12.

In a joint effort by RCMS, Greater Chennai Corpora�on and 

TN Govt HR&CE Dept, 700 co�on bags were distributed to 

small vendors near the Kapaleeswarar temple in Mylapore 

on March 12, to create awareness for eco-friendly bag 

usage. Mr Natarajan, Mylapore MLA was the chief guest.

Rtn Raja Ramakrishna was generous in thought, money, �me, things, influence and a�en�on.  I am sure that I am one of the 

legions who would do anything for him. That was his effect on others.

He loved a good joke and loved to be with fun people.

Rtn Raja Ramakrishna was always there for anyone who needed advice or a shoulder to lean on. He was fair in what he said and was 

never judgmental. He taught to lead by example. To lead by allowing others to lead.

A Doyen of life. He hasn't gone, he has just moved house.

So, where does it leave me? 

Simple, in a situa�on which requires reflec�on, I just think… what would he do?

 Rtn Mukund Vedapudi

....Con�nued from Cover Page

Rtn Seshadri and Ann Mythili paid a surprise visit to our community 

learning centre at Ka�ur village in Thirupporur on 2nd March. They 

observed the class in progress for the current batch of students 

who had started their tailoring course in Jan 2020. Ann Mythili also 

spoke to the teacher and students and explained to them how the 

waste cloth generated by them can be used crea�vely to s�tch 

bags, pouches, baskets, table mats, etc.

VISIT TO KATTUR LEARNING CENTRE
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